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And I avow this belief in the face of the inhumanities
we have witnessed and may still have to witness in India
as elsewhere. Let us live in the face of danger.
Harijan,   l-9-'46

CHAPTER  VIII

CLASS WAR

I do not teach the masses to regard the capitalists
as their enemies, but I teach them that they   are their
own enemies.
Toung India, 2 6-11-'31

The class war is foreign to the essential genius of
India which is capable of evolving communism * broad-
based on fundamental rights of all on equal justice.
The Ramarajya of my dream ensures the right alike of
prince and pauper.
Amrit Bazar Patrika, 2-8-*34

I never said that there should be co-operation be-
tween the exploiter and the exploited so long as exploita-
tion and the will to exploit persists. Only I do not
believe that the capitalists and the landlords are all
exploiters by an inherent necessity, or that there is a
basic or irreconcilable antagonism between their inter-
ests and those of the masses. All exploitation is based on
co-operation, willing or forced, of the exploited. How-
ever much we may detest admitting it, the fact remains
that there would be no exploitation if people refuse to
obey the exploiter. But self comes in and we hug the
chains that bind us. This must cease. What is needed
is not the extinction of landlords and capitalists, but a
transformation of the existing relationship between
them and the masses into something healthier and purer.
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